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TACL IMPACTS THE LIVES 
OF MORE THAN A THOUSAND PEOPLE
WITHIN ANKARA 
IN LESS THAN A WEEK

TACL made the first trip of its 2019-2020 season to

Ankara, Turkey, to present a series of performance-based

collaborations, which included educational and

community programs between American and Turkish

artists. Highlights from the trip included a seminar and

performance at the  Turkish-American Association ,

community outreach performances at  Ankara City Hospital

and LOSEV Children’s Hospital and School, and a three-

day residency at  Bilkent University .

We are an innovative platform that
fosters collaboration, creativity, and
leadership between the artists of
Turkey and the U.S.

Co-founders: 
Zeynep Alpan / Mark Prihodko

www.taclab.org

http://taclab.org/


LECTURES
 
TACL co-founders, Zeynep Alpan and Mark Prihodko,
gave two lectures to the undergraduate and graduate
music students of Bilkent University, as well as the high
school students. The two topics discussed were, “Self-
Management and Entrepreneurship in the Arts,” and
“Community Engagement in the Arts.” 
 
WORKSHOPS
 
Zeynep Alpan presented a workshop for the Bilkent
Elementary School students (grades 3-5). The workshop
explored the beginnings of musical notation and how
composers went from passing music down orally to the
musical notation we see today. Through various
interactive activities, the students recreated the
beginnings of notation, felt what it was like to compose
back in the day, and composed their own rhythmic
compositions. 
 
MASTER CLASSES
 
Dasha Moroz (piano), Zeynep Alpan (violin) and Mark
Prihodko (cello), each gave master classes to the high
school and university students of Bilkent. The students
performed works by composers such as Tchaikovsky,
Debussy, Rachmaninov, and Mendelssohn. Masterclass
topics included tools to interpret and phrase music,
practicing techniques, and performance practice.

EDUCATION

"An investment in knowledge pays
the best interest"

-Benjamin Franklin

Students of Bilkent University receive their certificate of completion
 for Dasha Moroz's Piano Master Class 

Mark Prihodko Presenting his lecture, "Self-Management and
Entrepreneurship in the Arts"



Çağla Turhan - Trombone
Residency Takeaway: “I had not thought about the various ways
of how you can book more concerts for yourself and how you
can make classical music more accessible to your community.
The lectures really gave me an insight on these issues.”
 
Eda Öncül - Piano
Residency Takeaway: “TACL’s workshops were a very rewarding
experience for me. As a student, I am not able to take part in
many concerts during the year, and naturally I get nervous
when the time comes to perform. In the performance practice
seminar, I learned many things including how to prepare myself
for a stage performance and the techniques I can use and
practice to improve my performance. I would like to thank
Zeynep Alpan for her time, advice, and for working with us.”
 
Turkuaz Töreli - Violin
Residency Takeaway: “The masterclass I had with Zeynep Alpan
was a very beneficial and insightful experience. Ms. Alpan’s
advice about practicing techniques gave me a different
perspective on how I can effectively improve and enhance my
practice.”
 
Öykü Çenteler - Violin
Residency Takeaway: “During TACL’s visit to our school, I
learned many valuable things about writing a good biography
and creating a good website from Mark Prihodko’s lecture. At
Zeynep Alpan’s master class, I learned how to look at my pieces
from another point of view, different techniques to practice,
and how to control my bow depending on the sound I want. At
our Performance Practice Workshop, I learned how to get over
my stage fright and how to stay concentrated. We had a mock
audition, where I had to continue to play and stay focused while
the ‘jury’ was trying to distract me and make me more nervous!”

FEEDBACK FROM 
THE STUDENTS OF BILKENT UNIVERSITY

Çağla Turhan

Eda Öncül

Turkuaz Töreli



Right after a ten hour flight from
New York, Zeynep Alpan and
Mark Prihodko made their first
stop in Ankara, a visit to Ankara
Şehir Hastanesi (Ankara City
Hospital). The hospital’s warm
hospitality, excitement, and
great appreciation for the arts
truly surpassed TACL’s
expectations. Ms. Alpan and Mr.
Prihodko presented ten mini
concerts for the patients of ten
different chemotherapy units.
After these performances, they
concluded with a final
performance to raise awareness
for lung cancer. This
performance took place in the
hospital’s main lecture hall. With
a very enthusiastic audience
comprised of doctors, students,
staff and friends, every seat was
filled and proved to be one of
the hospital’s most successful
events so far. To learn more
about Ankara City Hospital and
the great work that they do,
please click here.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Community engagement and outreach is an
integral part of TACL’s work and mission. Bringing
the arts into the communities of Ankara proved to
be not only successful, but also very meaningful
for both the performers and the people that make
up the community. 

Ms. Alpan and Mr. Prihodko also took a trip to LOSEV and
performed an interactive concert for the students who
attend the LOSEV Elementary School. While introducing
the students to works by composers such as Bach and
Beethoven, the students also learned how to conduct. All of
the students had the chance to conduct Ms. Alpan and Mr.
Prihodko, and learned how to change the tempo (speed of
the music) and the dynamics (volume). This concert was
truly an impactful experience where TACL had the chance
to make a lasting connection with the students. To learn
about the amazing opportunities, education, and care
LOSEV gives to its children, please click here.

TACL with the students of LOSEV Elementary School 

Ankara Sehir Hastanesi TACL Concert Reception

https://ankarasehir.saglik.gov.tr/
https://www.losev.org.tr/


PERFORMANCE & 
CULTURAL DIPLOMACY

Zeynep Alpan and Mark Prihodko
performed a concert at the Turkish
American Association. A program of duo
works for cello and violin concluded
with an open dialogue with audience
members about the cultural landscape of
music in the US and Turkey today.

TACL concluded their Bilkent Residency with a
closing concert. Dasha Moroz (piano), Zeynep Alpan
(violin), and Mark Prihodko (cello) performed works
by Fazil Say, Missy Mazzoli, Kamran Ince, and
Jennifer Higdon. Two premieres also took place by
TACL’s composers-in-residence, Michael Dean
Parsons (US) and Cem Güven (Turkey).

Meet the composers in residence:

Michael Parsons
Michael Dean Parsons  is a composer for visual
media and the concert stage.  Recent projects
include the scores to ONLY starring Leslie Odom Jr.
and Freida Pinto (co-composer),  SOULS OF
TOTALITY  starring Tatiana Maslany  and Tom
Cullen, and  HOW TO BE ALONE  starring Maika
Monroe and Joe Keery (co-composer).

Cem Güven
Cem Güven is a composer from
Turkey/Istanbul, who currently studies
with Prof. John Corigliano at the Juilliard
School in New York. He graduated from
Galileo Galilei Italian High School and he
studied piano performance with Dr. Eser
Bilgeman Şakir at the Istanbul University
State Conservatory.

After a performance at the Turkish-American Association Closing Concert at Bilkent University's Main Concert Hall



PHOTO GALLERY

"We are very honored to support and to be a part of
the Turkish-American Cultural Laboratory”
-- Chief Coordinator and Physician
- Op. Dr. Aziz Ahmet Surel

"A Concert from the Co-Founders of the
Turkish-American Cultural Laboratory":
https://www.haberler.com/turk-amerikan-kultur-
laboratuvari-kurucusu-iki-12670611-haberi/

Zeynep Alpan (keman) ve Ankara Şehir Hastanesi
Koordinatör Başhekim

 - Op. Dr. Aziz Ahmet Surel

Zeynep Alpan (violin) ve Mark Prihodko
(viyolonsel))

“Bilkent University was thrilled and honored to welcome TACL for a three-day residency at our campus. The
residency provided Turkish students the opportunity to partake in one-of-a-kind artistic programming alongside
American artists and composers, marking  the beginning of a fruitful and continuous educational collaboration
between the artists of America and Turkey and its cultures.”-- Bilkent Music Director, Tolga Yayalar

With the student of Bilkent University 
 

An audience member looks at  
a concert program Zeynep Alpan (violin) ve Dasha Moroz (piano)

Workshop with the Elementary School students of Bilkent

https://www.haberler.com/turk-amerikan-kultur-laboratuvari-kurucusu-iki-12670611-haberi/


SUPPORT

TACL is a non-profit organization with 501(c)
(3) status. 
 
Our mission is to help shape the future of the
arts by establishing the ideas of today in
becoming the projects of tomorrow. In order
to fund our programming, we are dependent
on donors like you.
  
TACL has many more events planned to help
enhance the bi-cultural music scene and
provide the necessary education to the next
generation of Turkish and American artists. 
 
Your support helps make this possible, and
any contribution, big or small, is truly
appreciated. 
 
If you would like to donate, please click here.
 
 
 
 

Watch a video from our recent trip: 
https://youtu.be/7KxZTckxNp4

https://www.taclab.org/getinvolved
https://youtu.be/7KxZTckxNp4

